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West Indian Americans

Significance: The success of biock West Indion Amer-
cans has diawn the anention of soziclogurs ond orher
schalges and crected some conflic with cther Alican
Amencans

Blisck West Indian immig and their d a
small group among the African American population.
have achieved considerable economic. educational, and
political success in the United States relative 1o native
African Americans. Notable conservatives such asecono-
mist Thomas Suwell of Stanford s Homver Institution and
author Dinesh D'Souza contend than this group’s rela-
five success in part demonstrates the errar in attributing
the economic and sucial plight of sume African Amen-
cans exclusively w ragism. The group’s exceptionalism
has also been noted by sociologists such s Stephen
Steinhery in The Ethwie Myth: Race, Ethuicty, and Class in
America (1951) and Revnolds Farlev and Walter Allen in
The Calor Line and the Quality of Life in Amevica (1989)

The portraval of exceptionalism is only part of this
group’s profile. Strucwural shifts in the U.S. economy
mean that segments of this community will face severe

iopsvchologi dj gration, coupled
with constricted assimilation to American socien. Pres:
st full assimilation are greater for lower-class
Awest Dnelins, Typicall, midele and upper-clas profes
sinmals alteriate between 4 more inclusive West Indian
American o particularistic Afiican American identin.
anel the lower working class cloases a more ethmically
focuseel, West Tneian idenu

West Tinclian Americans are immigrants from the fore
et British West Tinadian slamels, Befiee aned Gavana, and
their USebor descendants, Must of the West Indin
tsarrivedl i the United States in the Lite nine
eenth and carl tsentieth centuries. n L2, restricuive
gt egisla el inmnngration
Pron the islanals, Most ol the rants settled i the
sortheast, creating urian ethnic commumities in M,
Bostont, Newark (New Jersev), Hardfond (Connecticutl,
aned New York Cits they settled in Brooklvn and formed
thinie enclaves in East Flatbush, Flatbush, Crown
Heights, Camarsie, ane Mighwood disericts.
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West Indian Exceptionalism

Canerally, West Dnalian insmigrants have been pereeiverd
ol aclievement For their Frgaling, emphisis
. anved amwnership of homves and small Tuisi-
argued that the gronp's sue
pons menihers such as G-
pive enliral
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o eihie
nessars, Economist Some
vemnes, incloding thse ol
eral Colin Powell, devived Trom o disti




